
Psalms:Psalms:
Hebrew: Tehillim meaning praises
Greek: Psalmos meaning song with stringed instruments

songs of praise

What: Inspired collection of poems, hymns, & prayers.
Who:  David (~73), Asaph (12), sons of Korah (11), 
           Solomon, Moses (Ps. 90) & anonymous
When: written over a span of 1000 years (1400-400 BC)
            compiled after the Babylonian exile.
why: Sung in Temple Choirs. Praise & worship of God,
         a reminder of the Law, Hope for the Savior 
         to come & a model of prayer.   

The Psalms are a little Bible.
wherein everything contained 

in the entire Bible
is beautifully & briefly comprehended.

M
artin LutherM
artin Luther

 Ends with a Doxology (praise): Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, and Amen.

Psalms 3-41
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Psalms 42-72 Psalms 73-89 Psalms 90-106 Psalms 107-150

Davidic Psalms since most are
attributed to King David. These
are often songs of lament and

although they often are cries for
help they also express confidence

in God’s saving power.

Psalms 1 & 2 are the intro.

Here we see a hope for the
return to the temple in

Zion and a future
Messianic kingdom. 

 Lament over the Israelites’
downfall, the desolation of
the sanctuary and their time

in exile.

Begins with Moses’s one and
only Psalm and calls God to

show mercy and looks forward
to God’s restoration of 

His people.

Celebrates God’s enduring
covenant love.

Hallel Psalms: 113-118
Psalms of Ascent: 120-134
Hallelujah Psalms: 146-150

Hallelujah Psalms (146-150)
 5 poems of praise that begin and end with the word “Hallelujah,” 

which is a Hebrew command to Praise Yah aka Yahweh. 

Hallel Psalms (113-118)
Psalms of praise recited at Jewish festivals like Passover 

celebrating God’s redemption & rescue from Egypt.
  

Psalms of Ascent (120-134)
Sung by Pilgrims on their journey upwards to Jerusalem (on a hill) 

& into the presence of God.
  

Fun Fact:
The book of Psalms is the

most quoted OT book 
in the NT- 68 times!

The 5 books
reflect back to

the Torah.

Psalter:
refers to the entirety

of the 150 Psalms.
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